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AF team heading back to academy  
   
By Robert Weller  
Associated Press  
Web Posted : 03/05/2003 12:00 AM  
   
DENVER — A military task force investigating whether female Air Force Academy cadets were punished 
for reporting rapes will return to campus after it was criticized for not talking to alleged victims or a civilian 
rape crisis center.  

Air Force Secretary James Roche has told Sen. Wayne Allard, R-Colo., the team will return to Colorado 
Springs to talk with the Trust Education Safety Support Action crisis center, Allard spokesman Dick 
Wadhams said Tuesday.  

TESSA staffers have said they have counseled 22 female cadets in the past 15 years who reported being 
raped.  

Allard is one of at least four senators who have called for an independent inquiry in addition to Roche's 
task force. The senator has criticized the team not only for failing to interview TESSA workers, but also for 
not speaking to any of the 10 female cadets who reported rapes and remain at the academy.  

"Based on some of the pressure the Air Force is getting, we assume we also will be doing that," 
Wadhams said.  

Twenty-five current and former female cadets have complained to Allard's office about how academy 
officials handled their reports. Many of the women have said they were punished or even forced to leave 
the academy.  

The investigative team left the Colorado Springs academy last Friday after working there for 10 days.  

Academy officials confirmed Tuesday that investigators would return, but it wasn't immediately clear when 
they would do so.  

Earlier Tuesday, team spokesman Lt. Col. Dewey Ford said the task force's work was far from finished.  

"We gathered a lot of information. We brought it back to the working group but there is still work to be 
done," Ford said. "Where it is appropriate we will get more information whether it is from victims or other 
agencies."  

The team's report is expected to be completed by the end of March, Ford said.  
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Families won't be forgotten after the GIs are deployed  
   
By Scott Huddleston  
San Antonio Express-News  
Web Posted : 03/05/2003 12:00 AM  
   
As some 17,000 troops from Fort Hood's 1st Cavalry Division prepare to deploy to Southwest Asia, 
officials of the nation's largest military post said Tuesday that families left behind would have a stronger 
system of support than during the Persian Gulf War.  

Orders for the deployment were received Sunday.  

Most of the more than 275 tanks and equipment attached to the division will be transported by truck or 
train to U.S. seaports for overseas shipment, said Dan Hassett, a Fort Hood spokesman. Troops likely will 
fly overseas on military or commercial aircraft.  

There currently is no timeline for deployment, he said.  

But the troops have continued to train and have made preparations for the families they'll leave behind, 
including completion of family care plans. Now, they await further orders.  

"They're ready, and as soon as the wheels start turning, they will go," Hassett said.  

Military spouses and other relatives have recently formed "family readiness groups" to help families get 
information on loved ones overseas and to provide emotional support, he said.  

"Those organizations are in place," Hassett said. "They'll be here to get answers, and get information 
back to the other families. Now, they'll start making efforts to be sure no one is left behind."  

The family support system grew out of concerns raised by family members during the Persian Gulf War in 
1991, he said.  

More than 12,500 members of the Fort Hood-based 4th Infantry Division who received deployment orders 
Jan. 20 also are waiting to deploy. Hassett declined to comment on reports that the infantry division is 
awaiting approval from the Turkish parliament for mobilization to Turkey, on Iraq's northern border.  

The 4th Infantry Division's equipment, including Bradley Fighting Vehicles, has reportedly been sitting in 
ships in the eastern Mediterranean Sea.  

Even after the 4th Infantry and 1st Cavalry divisions are fully deployed, Fort Hood will not be a ghost 
town.  

The post, which normally has about 42,000 soldiers and about 500 Air Force personnel, has deployed 
about 1,300 soldiers — including about 1,100 members of the 13th Corps Support Command, and small 
aviation and medical units attached to the 4th Infantry.  
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Families won't be forgotten after the GIs are deployed, Con’t. 

The Fort Hood community also includes about 17,000 military family members on the post, and 35,000 in 
surrounding communities, Hassett said.  

The 1st Cavalry Division's public affairs office would not discuss the number of troops to be deployed, or 
the nature of the deployment. The office issued a release stating that troops would be sent to "the U.S. 
Central Command's area of operations to support the President's global war against terrorism." 
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Issue Date: March 10, 2003 
 
New stop-loss restrictions expected to get OK soon 
 
By Rod Hafemeister and Gordon Trowbridge  

Times staff writers 
Times staff writers 
 
Defense Department officials are close to approving new stop-loss restrictions on retirements and separations that 
would affect about 21,000 Air Force members.  

The plan is outlined in a Feb. 21 memo to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld from David Chu, the department’s 
top manpower and personnel official. Air Force Times obtained a copy of the memo, which includes Chu’s 
recommendation that Rumsfeld approve the plan.  

If implemented, the stop-loss plan outlined in Chu’s memo would affect 31 officer and 40 enlisted specialties. It 
would not affect the entire force, as did the stop-loss imposed after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.  

Air Force and Defense Department officials were not available for comment on the memo at press time.  

Chu’s memo outlined several exceptions to the block on retirements and separations, including hardship discharges, 
members on terminal leave or those who have shipped personal goods in anticipation of leaving the service, and 
members affected by the previous stop-loss who had since established retirement or separation dates.  

The move has been expected for weeks. Army and Marine Corps officials have implemented similar plans, and Air 
Force officials have said for weeks that they were studying stop-loss.  

But speaking privately, officials close to the process said before the memo came to light it is almost certain some 
type of stop-loss will be implemented as the buildup for a potential war continues.  

The memo does not specify which specialties will be included. But it is likely to include specialies such as special 
operations and security forces, which were among the last career fields released when stop-loss was lifted last 
August.  

It’s also likely that other career fields will be added to the stop-loss list in phases as needed.  

Air Force officials had said earlier they had yet to decide whether officials will set specific dates for stop-loss 
announcements. That became one of the most contentious issues under the previous stop-loss order, as 
announcements came days or weeks after the promised date.  

But Chu’s memo says specialties will be evaluated every 60 days, which would roughly match the service’s practice 
during the 2001 stop-loss.  

In October 2001, Air Force leaders froze almost all retirements and separations, both active-duty and reserve 
component, as they geared up for the war on terrorism and homeland defense.  
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New stop-loss restrictions expected to get OK soon, Con’t. 

At the time, they said the order was necessary because of uncertainties about who would be needed for missions that 
still were being defined.  

They also said they did not want to repeat the mistakes made during the Kosovo campaign, when only certain career 
fields were placed under stop-loss and some airmen were given just a few days to separate or retire when it was 
lifted.  

Exceptions were made for airmen on terminal leave or who had expended funds to move household goods. 
Commanders were encouraged to use a liberal waiver policy, releasing airmen who would suffer an excessive 
hardship if kept on active duty.  
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Award winning program in action, Con’t. 
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No clue yet on what killed airman  

March 3, 2003  

Police are still awaiting test results on how an airman based at Sheppard Air Force Base died Friday.  

The fully-clothed body of Sr. Airman Shelby Orelup, 22, was found in a ditch at 2:35 p.m. Friday in the 
2000 block of Sheppard Access Road.  

Sgt. Joe Snyder said autopsy results on Orelup’s remains have not yet been forwarded to the 
department. There were no visible signs of a struggle, however, he said.  

Orelup was an instructor with the 366th Training Squadron at the base. 
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Personal choices                                                                                                              March 04, 2003 

City election hits close to home.  
Today is the day when the election process becomes the most personal. 

It's the day when we elect those people who will represent us at the most basic level. 

We're not electing someone we may never meet personally to represent us in the far-off place called 
Washington, D.C. We're not electing someone to represent us at the state Capitol in Oklahoma City. 

No, this is the day when we decide from among our friends and neighbors who will make decisions that 
will affect us every day. It's the day we choose who will serve as mayor and members of the Enid City 
Commission. 

City government may not be the most glamorous of public service. The men and women who serve as 
Enid's government don't even get paid for what they do. 

That is part of what makes it so personal and so important. These are men and women who have decided 
they want to give back to their community. They have a vision of where they want this city to go, a vision 
of the future course Enid will take. 

The men and women we elect today will face great challenges that will have an tremendous impact on 
the future of Enid, not the least of which is the 2005 round of base closings. We all know the important 
role Vance Air Force Base plays in our community. The people we elect today will be the leaders who see 
Enid through what is shaping up to be a watershed time in our history. 

The candidates on the ballot haven't taken that responsibility lightly. 

Neither should any of us. They've done their part by putting themselves up for election. Now, we must do 
our part by going to the polls and casting our votes. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The slate of candidates includes: 

* Bryce Kennedy and Irv Honigsberg for mayor. 

* Jerry Erwin and Mike Whatley for Ward 1 on the city commission. 

* David Stanley and Don Rose for Ward 2. John Garrison also is on the ballot, although he withdrew from 
the race. However, he did not withdraw in time to keep his name off the ballot. 

* Casey Garrard, Shirley Marquardt and John Hodgden for Ward 5. 
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City election hits close to home, Con’t. 

Also on the ballot will be nine proposed changes to the city charter. As we said, this is when the election 
process is at its most personal level. 

We aren't electing faces we only seen in the newspaper or on television. 

We are electing the people who will run our city, our community, our home. 

Do your part. Get out and vote.  

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
Vance AFB OK 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  05-Mar-03 

 

 

Messages from home 
 
By Tippi Rasp, Staff Writer March 04, 2003  

 
Students send care package to 
troops. 
 
First- and third-graders at Hoover Elementary 
School have been writing letters to virtual 
strangers.  

But their letters read as though they're writing 
to long-lost friends and relatives. 

"We've been saying we love them and care 
about them and really appreciate what they're 
doing for us," said third-grader Nicole Nixon, 9. 
 
Students in Shawna Tanner's third-grade class 
have taken time recently to collect goodies a
write letters to send in a care package to 
overseas troops. 

nd 

rother 

 
Tanner's brother, Chad Mittelstet, is stationed 
somewhere near the Iraq-Kuwait border. The 
care package will be sent to Mittelstet, and 
Tanner has included a letter asking her b
to share the letters and goodies with other 
troops. 
 
Students have collected notebook paper, 
candy, decks of cards, gum and a Hoover 
Elementary T-shirt. They also included letters 
to soldiers, a stuffed animal and a disposable 
camera. Tanner hopes her brother will take 
photos and send back the camera. She would use the photos to help students visualize where troops are 
stationed. 
 
Most students told troops in their letters to stay safe and return home soon. 

 
Alexandria Chick and Taylor Jokerst load a box to be 
sent to deployed troops Monday afternoon at Hoover 
Elementary. (Staff Photo by PAUL RUTHERFORD) 

"I said be very, very safe and stay really healthy and I hope you come back home safe," said Tyler 
McNeill, 9.

Students send care package to troops, Con’t. 

Tanner's group and their first-grade buddy class both are writing letters to troops First-graders in Judy
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Manjarrez's class wrote letters Monday to Ray Henry, nephew of Manjarrez. Henry also is stationed in 
Kuwait. 

Manjarrez tries to help students visualize where troops are and what they are doing so far from home. 

"We look at it on the globe," Manjarrez said. "They know they're protecting our country. We've talked 
about it being across the ocean and in another continent." 

Manjarrez brought a photo of her nephew to class, hoping students would better be able to "visualize 
what's going on." 

"It's affecting everyone when you think about it," Manjarrez said. 

Students in Manjarrez's class realize what it means for men and women to be away from home because 
a fellow student's mother is stationed in Fort Sill with a branch of the armed forces. 

Students have acknowledged Derek Winter's mother, Misty, isn't at home with her family. The class also 
has written letters to Winter. 

"They told her they really like her son and that they wished she would hurry and return home," Manjarrez 
said. 

Tanner said she planned to send out the care package this week. She hopes troops are inspired by her 
students' letters. 

"I said to keep safe, come home and we miss you," said 9-year-old Seth Harris.  
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found along road

The body 'of a
found alongside
Access Road Friday
has been identified as Senior
Airman Shelby Orelup, a
spokesman with Sheppard, Air Force Base said Sunda}t ,
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'~ Gen-
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fanlUy is no longer
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~1ning Squadron. sk1nilei-s81d. ' , "
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Sheppaz'd Access Road. It was
sent to the Tanomt County
Medical Examiner's omce in
,Fort Worth for an "autOp8~'
Po~ have not indicated if
,they suspect foul ,p~ was
involVed., ' "

Aii' Force perSoxinel' were'
In touch with qd as8~
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T:he ,Sheppard Air Force
Base hospital ,bas ,cut back
~ns because of recent
dePloyments, offi"ciajs said.

" D$ployment of p.ersonnel
from ,t1\e 82nd Medical
'GrOup and low stamna don't"

'equate 'to a:' change in the
quality of care, thou8h. Lt.
Col. ,Thomas McCauley,
depu,tY c,o,~ai1der' of thegroiip,s&1d. '

-We ]ost a large enough
Il"OUP that we cou1dn't con-
tinue ~ deliver care .the
same .waY we -could bd>te;"

'. McCauley', said. "But the '

:,82nd Medical, Group ~
stm take, CU'e of all of, the. health care needs or all of
. ..:.
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The two major areas of'
~ hospital aft'ected are the

, ,Acute Care CUn1c' and ,the I

Multi.Specialty ,Unit,' om.
cials said.' The clinic, o~ce
open 24 ho\2X'S seven ~ays a
Week, is now' in 0pe1'at1~&om 11 a.m. to 10 ' The'

" p.m.
Mult1-Spec1alty UJ11t's hO\U'S
have changed also, .ft'om 6,a.xn. to 6 p.m. "

World events, and the
return of medtca1.peio1ODn'eJ.'
,will dictate' when '. the two
areas Of the hpepital go back
to Col John

'and
hours.

aMcCaIIertt,
colJ1Jnander
Medical

Please see.

I

I
I. ,o~ ~~ge 7A .
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",we

that as soon. as
return, or a

returns...
return to normaloperations, .. he said. '

Meanwhile, patients will
be admitted to United Region-
-'~ Health Care System for all
- -surseries or illneases req\tir-
" inS ovemiIht ~dm.1s-!ion, om-
cials said. Sheppard physi.
ci8D8 ~ beinr .credentialed
to' see and treat pa.tients at
URH OS . .

.'111e hospital also recently
~t through some hours and
service changes when the
emergency room at the. base
cl.o8ed Jan. 4 fot' renovations. ,
. As always, ~tive duty
',members and dependents liv-
ing on bas~ that have l1fe.
threaten1ne ' emergencies
should call' 911, McCauley

.. sa!d. The base will still have
24- hour ambulance coverage

"seven days a week... 'FOr . non-emergeriCiy

he~ ~cerns,.. would be

!'.,

..; ence we"close,
can r,all 87.

(67Q.Sa~), and tJleY
wW "be able- to' speak with

::: someone to assess their needs

such as' the
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McCaffel:ty said. The only

. :change : customers'- e:xperi en ce 15
:members In

Sheppard AFB, TX

said.
pJan1s

p:et"S:Onnel.

.to care'for their problem. ,
The added care' at United

Regional' shouldn't aft"ect the
hospital 's o~aU ~tie!1t,
load, Kim Maddin. trRHCSspokeiwom8.n, Wd. ' ,

"Right now what we've,
seen is ODe to two pat1~ts a
day, which, 'in 'our grand
scheme of things. is fine, .,
Maddin'said.

The .hospital, on 'averaae,
has 23Q'patientS admitted per '
day, she said. That's not ';
including emergency room
'admissions. Continuing the
Strong relationship between
Sheppard and Wichita Falls,
the hospital 1& prepare4 'tohelp C8l'8 for the needs.of DIU. .

~tary beneflc.tai1es dDrina the
low staff 1ev8ls at the base.
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eran of the Korean and Viet- '
sam wars, said ~'t i1Wn his

,experienriea in the' mllitary,
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hours. ,:-', .ma!ril.l.g

will

..

f\1n.ct1on.
shouldn't

affect when renreeS gO to.,the
base, Coston said. ' From
speak1ng With' other veteran s,'
most of them have gone to ,
URHCS after base' hospital '
'haun for sometime. ' '
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to eliminate th& care that. it
has provided for' Dilli~ .ret1reeJ. ' " , '

"The service 'that", we get
,out here is out of this world,"
Coston' said: "If we were mil-
lionaires, we couldD!t .pay, forJemce. "
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: Dan Nelm3 is a spiritila] man: He said,
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alJ" at Vance Air port for, siN~r.lOJ1S, he

senior Protes~', ". :~elms JS a ~mber of an
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lng. . . .:'
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members and' 't1i, ,families II he said. !t. I
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t4 years servl~~. ~~~
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background, N:e~ said"
familiar verse from'Romans: :

"If pO8sible, so far as it dcPcnda, .
on you, be at peace .with all me;n~";::"

That quote ftom Romans 12';1'8~:'~:
. his ' d '.'" . I" ..,.~
lS0n mm:"" ;.1..':.' "

" ." .' ,'.'~'A

ChAplains rec°8ni,ze ~at war is iJ1.~.,.'
tb~ histOry of bumani~: and su~n::i
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,~
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to meet t1Je spiritual n= d\a(:..~~ tCl1A'ltmea 1J.i1l.i(1

needs of the personnel. alwayt,aUow you to live,at peace.::::N-",,~
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~

chief Catholic
chaplain and
wing chaplain at

V~ce. .
'.Their duties

are all ~lated to
~ Vance mis-
si~. Bverydling
most be done to
aCcomplish the
mission.

: :"We are a visible reminder of die
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NelIn$
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as chaplaina.
. Although only Protestant and
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